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Following a year-long residency with the City of Austin, I began to focus more on social 
practice and connecting with individuals outside the world of art. With “Transient” my 
2019 solo show at Prizer Arts & Letters Gallery, I continued an exploration into issues 
related to immigration, belonging, communication and language.  

Utilizing sound installation, sculpture, and photography, the exhibition occurred during 
the 2019 East Austin Studio Tour, an annual event that draws thousands of visitors. The 
exhibit was a meditation into residential spaces, our relationship to them, and to each 
other.  

The work included audio recordings in different languages with speakers, many of them 
immigrants, discussing feelings of belonging. Staged in a converted house in a 
neighborhood undergoing gentrification, over 800 visitors added personal reflections on 
where they lived and felt most at home. 
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The exhibit also featured a gallery of photographs that document residential spaces and our 
personal, transitory relationship to the places we live, work and frequent. Some of the places in 
the photographs no longer exist or have significantly changed since the photographs were 
taken. Who belongs in these spaces? Who do they belong to? 

* Images from a visit of my hometown, Alexandria Egypt, after the revolution of 2011,  30” x 40”  



Issues related to equity and inclusion are central to Transient. As an artist of color and 
 an immigrant, I feel a responsibility to create work that relays the experience of 
 marginalized people to a broader audience. Transient explored what it means to feel 
 (or not feel) a sense of belonging in relation to space because of factors such as 
 ethnicity or the language one speaks. It explored personal stories of immigration, struggling 
with loss, and trying to create a new home. 



The work touched on issues related to race, gentrification and displacement. Who 
 “belongs” in a particular place? What does it feel like to no longer feel welcome in a 
 place you’ve lived most of your life? 

The exhibit included audio recordings in different languages (Arabic, Urdu, Turkish, Dutch, 
Spanish, English, and Greek) with speakers discussing feelings of belonging. We also 
welcomed viewers to participant and add their stories about this complex problem. We 
provided a safe space where people from different places could share intimate personal 
experiences and add their own personal reflections on where they lived and felt the most at 
home. The exhibit had over 2000 visitors and over 800 visitors added their own personal 
thoughts and stories. 





Transient Audio Participants: Mary Koniavitis, Australia / Greece / USA - Sumaira Tazeen, 
Pakistan / Canada - Matilde Trujillo, Mexico / USA - Rutger Lem, Netherlands / Suriname 
Hatice Kuey, Turkey / USA - Katerina Tsasis, Greece / USA  - Alonso Estrada, Mexico / 
USA - Regina Mitchell, USA - Riham Rassem, Egypt / Lebanon. 
Sound Engineering: Todd Waldron. 
Thanks to: Carrie Kenny - Alberto Martinez - Drew Johnson - Carl Smith - Josh Benson. 

This project is supported in part by the Cultural Arts Division of the 
City of Austin Economic Development Department.


